W34 Pelham Humfrey, Pietro Reggio, and Matthew Locke,
"Masque of Devils" from The Tempest (1674), Act 11, scene 4,

from F:Pn, Libri MS Rés F 1090

Act II, scene 4

[A flourish of Musick.
GONZALO
Musick! and in the air! sure we are Shipwrack'd
On the Dominions of some merry Devil!
ANTONIO
This Isle's Inchanted ground; for I have heard
Swift voices flying by my ear, and groans
Of lamenting ghosts.
ALONZO
I pull'd a Tree, and bloud pursu'd my hand.
Heav'n deliver me from this dire place,
And all the after-actions of my life
Shall mark my penitence and my bounty.
[Musick agen lowder.

Hark, the sounds approach us!
[The Stage opens in several places.
ANTONIO
Lo the Earth opens to devour us quick.
These dreadful horrors, and the guilty sense
Of my foul Treason, have unmann'd me quite.
ALONZO
We on the brink of swift destruction stand;
No means of our escape is left.
[Another flourish of Voyces under the Stage.
ANTONIO
Ah! what amazing sounds are these we hear!
GONZALO
What horrid Masque will the dire Fiends present?

[Sung under the Stage.
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[They rise singing this Chorus.
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ANTONIO
Oh Heav'ns! what horrid Vision's this?
How they upbraid us with our crimes!
ALONZO
What fearful vengeance is in store for us!
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ANTONIO
Oh my Soul; for ever, for ever shall suffer the pain.
ALONZO
Has Heav'n in all its infinite stock of mercy
No overflowings for us? poor, miserable, guilty men!
GONZALO
Nothing but horrors do encompass us!
For ever, for ever must we suffer!
ALONZO
For ever we shall perish! O dismal words, for ever!
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ANTONIO
Oh horrid sight! how they stare upon us!
The Fiends will hurry us to the dark Mansion.
Sweet Heav'n, have mercy on us!
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[Enter Fraud.
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[Devils vanish.]
ANTONIO ALONZO
Heav'n has heard me, they are vanish'd! Lead from this cursed ground,
ALONZO The seas in all their rage are not so dreadful.

But they have left me all unmann'd.

I feel my sinews slacken with the fright;

And a cold sweat trills down o'r all my Limbs,

As if I were dissolving into water.

Oh Prospero, my crimes 'gainst thee sit heavy on my

heart!

ANTONIO

And mine 'gainst him and young Hippolito.
GONZALO

Heav'n have mercy on the penitent.

This is the Region of despair and death.
ANTONIO
Shall we not seek some Fruit?
ALONZO
Beware all fruit, but what the Birds have peck'd.
The shadows of the Trees are poisonous too:
A secret venom slides from every branch!
My Conscience does distract me! O my Son!
Why do I speak of eating or repose,
Before I know thy fortune?
[As they are going out, a Devil rises just
before them, at which they start, and

R . are frighted.
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[Dance of Winds]
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